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Welcome




 Create a guide that provides a consistent and comprehensive 

approach to the design of land trust signage so that the public 
can more easily find and enjoy public access areas. 

 Good signage should be informative and attractive without 
diminishing the visual qualities of the land and surroundings 
that its designed to protect and/or inform the viewer.

 Although the public access design guidelines are advisory, they 
are intended to be used consistently in public access areas.

Concept




 This document is being developed for the 

Conservation Stewardship Collaborative to “provide 
training and technical support for the development 
of signage, trails, and interpretive materials to 
enhance public access and educational opportunities 
on conservation lands that are appropriate for and 
able to support such activities.”

Background




The purpose of this guidance document is to ensure that 
clear and understandable signs are posted in public access 
areas that:
inform the public where public access areas are located and how to 
reach them, including parking;
 describe what recreational opportunities are on protected lands;
describe how the public can use the area, consistent with rules 
governing appropriate behavior; and
provide interpretation of natural, historic and cultural features in or 
near the public access area.

Purpose




Because signs of various kinds have been posted in 
public access areas for years with little or no 
coordination amongst the entities, these guidelines 
provide detailed suggestions for the design and 
installation of signs to assist Rhode Island land 
trusts in protecting, maintaining and meeting public 
expectations for lands under their control. 

So What?




















 “Branding’ is a term often used to help identify 

significant or special interests areas, whether along 
motor routes, trails or shorelines.   

A consistent look to signage, sometimes referred to 
as ‘branding,’ can help people more easily identify 
what a sign is about, and can also help to let people 
know that they are on a land trust property.

Branding




“The Beginning”

The Guide was originally modeled after the 
San Francisco Bay Conservation and 

Development Commission’s Shoreline Signs 
Guide and the State of Massachusetts’s Depart 

of Conservation and Recreation’s Trails 
Guidelines and Best Practices Manual.
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TASKS

1.In close consultation with a range of land conservation organizations, including land trusts, describe 
the basic signage needs for a conservation property (e.g., property boundary, begin/end trail, go left, 
go straight, go right, etc.);

2.Coordinate with the RI Trails Council to ensure that the recommendations made in the report are 
fully compatible with their best practices;

3.Research sign options including materials, colors, sizes, printing techniques, inks and ink color, 
feasibility of standard content and interchangeable content, and with attention to life-cycle cost 
including installation cost, as well as unit price;

4.Research vendors, lead times, minimum order sizes, breaks for bulk pricing;

5.Prepare a written guidance document ("sign guide") that will be available for download on the Land 
and Water Partnership and Conservation Stewardship Collaborative (CSC) web sites.

6.Obtain samples of signs and a prepare a display ("sign display") for the 2013 Land and Water 
Summit;

Approach




 Research and develop advice for land trusts (and other organizations) on 

the best options & best practices for buying and posting signs.

 Develop a strategy to help land trusts across the state acquire signs that are 
more functional, consistent and affordable and get their properties 
‘properly’ signed.

 Where do you/does your land trust use/want to use/need signs? ie. What 
are the basic signage needs for a LT property (e.g., property boundary, 
begin/end trail, go left, go straight, go right, etc.)

 What are the best practices for signs for property boundaries and trails?

Focus Group Effort




 Research and develop advice for land trusts (and other organizations) on 

the best options & best practices for buying and posting signs.

 Develop a strategy to help land trusts across the state acquire signs that are 
more functional, consistent and affordable and get their properties 
‘properly’ signed.

 Where do you/does your land trust use/want to use/need signs? ie. What 
are the basic signage needs for a LT property (e.g., property boundary, 
begin/end trail, go left, go straight, go right, etc.)

 What are the best practices for signs for property boundaries and trails?

Focus Group Effort (cont.)




Results

















- Description of Public Access / Information 
- Signs Size Selection
- Sign Fabrication and Mounting


























