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RURAL---------------------URBAN

1. MORE VEGETATION-------------------------------------------------MORE PAVEMENT
2. MORE INFILTRATION------------------------------------------------MORE RUNOFF
3. MORE SHADE---------------------------------------------------------MORE HEAT
4. MORE WILDLIFE-----------------------------------------------------MORE PEOPLE
5. MORE OXYGEN-------------------------------------------------------MORE CARBON DIOXIDE
6. MORE QUIET----------------------------------------------------------MORE NOISE
7. MORE CALM-----------------------------------------------------------MORE STRESS
8. MORE FOOD----------------------------------------------------------MORE “DESERT”
9. MORE “LAISSEZ FAIRE”---------------------------------------------MORE MAINTENANCE



WHAT IS GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE?

There are really two definitions of green
infrastructure.

One is “an inter-connected network of
green open spaces that provide a range of
ecosystem services — from clean air and
water to wildlife habitat and carbon sinks”.

The other is a more limited one promoted
by the EPA: small-scale green systems
designed to be urban stormwater
management infrastructure.

In either definition, green infrastructure is
about bringing together natural and built
environments and using the landscape as
infrastructure.
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ASLA
www.asla.org

The Landscape Performance Series is the online set of resources to help
designers, agencies, and advocates evaluate performance, show value and
make the case for sustainable landscape solutions.

www.landscapeperformance.org

www.sustainablesites.org



www.asla.org



Watch Factory, Phase 1 & 2
Waltham, MA
Landscape Performance Benefits
Environmental

Reduces the rate of peak runoff discharge to the Charles River by 8.4 cfs or 9% for the 25 year, 24-hour storm
event. The Charles River is a diverse ecosystem, home to 28 known fish species.
Improves the quality of runoff discharged into the Charles River by decreasing nitrate loading by 30-50%,
phosphate loading by 30-40%, and increasing dissolved oxygen by 60%, according to water quality sampling
data.
Reduces total suspended solids and metals by an estimated 90% and non-point contributors such as oils and
grease by an estimated 67% by using vegetated rain gardens to manage roof and sheet flow runoff.
Decreases summertime ambient air temperature in the Prospect Street Parking area by 13° F through the
preservation of established shade trees.

Social
Provides adequate opportunities for recreation and exercise along the waterfront for 78% of tenants surveyed.
Demonstrated stormwater management as a unique benefit for 69% of tenants surveyed and piqued the
interest of 93%, who indicated that they would be willing to learn more about the stormwater management
system.

www.landscapeperformance.org
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