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PROMOTING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
STORMWATER SOLUTIONS
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A	few	questions	we	need	to	answer:

•What	happens	to	rain	once	it	hits	the	
ground?

•How	have	we	traditionally	managed	
stormwater?

•Why	is	solely	relying	on	gray	infrastructure	
inadequate?

WHY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE? 
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WHY IS ONLY GRAY INADEQUATE? 
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WHY IS ONLY GRAY INADEQUATE? 
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RHODE ISLAND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COALITION



•Slows	volume	and	velocity

•Captures	and	filters	pollutants	

•Improves	community	aesthetics

•Creates	wildlife	habitat

•Installation	and	maintenance	creates	jobs

WHY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE? 
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•It’s	new	technology	(change	is	hard)

•It’s	more	expensive	(up	front)	

•It	takes	long‐term	maintenance

•It’s	not	how	we	have	done	things

•Attitudes	about	pollution	and	flooding

BARRIERS TO GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?
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•Who	pollutes	our	waters?	

•How	do	out	individual	actions	affect	the	
waters	around	us?

•How	do	we	move	forward	and	think	about	
stormwater	differently?	

•Who	is	responsible	for	moving	forward?	

A DISCONNECT FROM WATER
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Transforming	Rhode	Island’s	
urban	landscapes	with	
nature‐based	solutions	for	
managing	stormwater	and	
climate	change.

RI GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COALITION
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•PROJECTS,	MAINTENANCE,	
and	WORKFORCE	
DEVELOPMENT

•COMMUNICATIONS

•POLICIES

RI GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COALITION
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PROJECTS
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PROJECTS
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WORKFORCE TRAINING
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MAINTENANCE
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MAINTENANCE
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COMMUNICATIONS
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•Digital	communications
• Listserv
• Email	database
• Social	media

•Development	of	effective	messaging

•Signage



COMMUNICATIONS
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•Stormwater	utilities	/	enterprise	funds

•Green	Economy	Bond	(“Yes	on	6”)

•Green	Buildings	Act	(H.5427)

•Other	local/state	actions	(consent	decree,	
Stormwater	Manual	updates,	etc.)

POLICIES
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Johnathan	Berard
jberard@cleanwater.org

Amelia	Rose
arose@groundworkri.org

www.greeninfrastructureri.org

www.facebook.com/RhodeIslandGIC

THANK YOU!
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