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What we will cover today
▪Why/how you can use PREP – RI 
▪Share module - Adaptation Opportunities & 
Examples
▪Learn about a real-life example of Adaptation
▪Dig deeper in to mapping tools 



Welcome to PREP-RI
• A resiliency education program to 

help communities prepare for the 
significant challenges posed to them 
by flood water and erosion. 

• Designed primarily for local boards 
and commissions of coastal 
communities, as well as government 
staff, community organizers, and 
citizens throughout the State.



Building Capacity is the Objective
Awareness of issues, 
implications, tools and 
resources 

Capacity of municipal 
officials to make effective 
decisions supporting 
community resilience



Video Presentation Notes Resources Evaluation Certificate



Municipal modules meet demand

▪ Why does it matter?
▪ an understanding of the implications of a 

changing climate 

▪ What’s going on?
▪ relevant RI examples and lessons 

learned

▪ What can we do?
▪ resources and tools that build upon 

existing collaborative State efforts 





Mandatory Training
▪ Requirement of members
▪ 2 hours of training and education 

completed every 2 years
▪ Issues related to floodplain and sea 

level rise
▪ File statement with municipal clerk

RIGL §45-22-7. Powers of the 
Planning Board or commission. 



How Effective is PREP-RI?



Effectiveness – what matters? 
▪ Basic scientific explanations 
▪ Qualified and credible sources 

delivering information
▪ Directed towards target 

audience
▪ Use of examples 

Based on Fishcoff’s and Meyers’ criterion



0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

Strongly
Agree

Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
Disagree

N/A

N
um

be
r o

f R
es

po
ns

es

Most 
respondents 
(92%) agreed 

or strongly 
agreed that the 
module was a 
good use of 
their time. 

A good use of my time? 
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Most 
respondents 

(83%) reported 
that the module 
increased their 
knowledge a 
great deal, a 

lot, and some. 

Increase your knowledge of the subject?
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Most 
respondents 

(72%) reported 
they learned 

something they 
will use in their 
future decision 

making. 

Learn something you will use in     
your work or future decisions?



Next Steps 

Climate Change
in Rhode Island Flooding Stormwater Infrastructure Mapping Tools Adaptation

• Promotion of PREP-RI modules 
• Evaluation and monitoring
• Face-to-face engagements
• Targeted municipal technical assistance



Learn More

Pam Rubinoff, RI Sea Grant
Rubinoff@uri.edu


