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Personal Stories
● Find a neighbor you don’t know, and turn and talk: 

○ Introduce yourself
○ Why do you care about the environment/nature? 

● Our stories: Alex, Ruben, Omar, Ian, Sammer

● Commonality: We all had some experience when we were 
young in nature

● Barrier: People of color/urban populations might not have 
that experience at a young age
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Outline
● Reflection Questions
● Why is it important to engage urban youth in conservation 

work?
● Survey of Blackstone Students

○ Predictions
○ Discuss Results

● Brainstorming Solutions to Barriers That Keep Young 
People from Going Outside

● Our Ideas
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Reflection 
Questions
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Turn and Talk
● How much diversity do you see in the work that you do? 

(Race, Age, Location)

● Which communities do you engage with in your work?
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Why is it 
important to 
engage urban 

youth in 
conservation?
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Demographics of the 
Future
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https://www.statista.com/statistics/270272/percentage-of-us-population-by-ethnicities/
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Survey of 
Blackstone 

Academy Students
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Survey
How do you think urban 

students would respond to 
these questions?

● How much time do you spend 
outside each week?

● If you don’t spend a lot 
of time outside, why not?

● What do you enjoy doing 
outside?

● Which issues are you most 
interested in?

● Which environmental issues 
are most important to you?

● Do you know what 
conservation is?

● Do you think conservation 
is important?
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Survey Results

In your small group, look 
at your assigned graph 
from the survey. Talk with 
your group about:

What do you notice?

What does it make you 
wonder about?

After a few minutes, we 
will rotate graphs.
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Group Share Out

What surprised you?  
What caught your attention?

What did you find interesting?
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Brainstorming 
Solutions to 

Barriers That Keep 
Young People from 

Going Outside
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Brainstorming Solutions to Barriers
What might be some possible solutions to overcome the 
following barriers?

For each one, turn and talk with your group.
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Barrier #1 
I don’t know what 
to do/where to go.



Barrier #2
I do not have many 

people to go 
outside with 



Barrier #3
I’d rather be 
on my phone.



Barrier #4
If you didn’t experience 
nature when you were 

younger, you might not care 
as much about it when you 

get older



BArrier #5 
People may not have 
materials/gear/money to go 
outside (eg. bikes or a 
tent)

▪ Financial limitations



Barrier #6
Location/Distance

▪ Transportation might 
be difficult

▪ Costs money to get 
there



BArrier #7
Weather 

conditions



Barrier #8 
Out of comfort 

zone



Solutions
(Our Ideas!)
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How can we overcome those barriers?

How can we get young people (in urban areas) outside?

How can we get them invested in environmental 
issues?
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Start young!
Examples: Gail at Empowerment Factory (after school programs outside)

Encourage going outside, not just playing video games or using screens

Get parents involved 
Personal Story: Mom takes children to the park but brings her phone 
along

Talk with parents about the value of going outside vs. screen time
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Peer Effect: Clubs or organizations for youth who 
want to spend more time outside
Example: Rock climbing

Each urban school could go on camping trip with 
students
Schools would need gear; there could be organizations like one in the 
Bay Area that lends gear to schools
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Spaces in front of houses – get kids involved in 
growing plants/flowers
Greenspaces affects mental health!

Prize – whoever grows a garden is entered into raffle – if you tend it 
well, you could win something like gift card

Own version of green space

Could be class in school
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Use social media
Organizations put themselves out there on social media
Example: College Crusade has a social media account where they announce 
deadlines, events, and resources

Get into schools!
Examples: Presentations in classes, whole school events
 

Hands-on activities; not huge speaking piece

Try to reflect interests/trends of communities in schools (eg. music, art)

Posters about upcoming events

Example of hands-on class: Alex’s oyster class (Save the Bay field trip)
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School gardens
Example: International Charter School
Flower Bombing

Value of connecting with 1-2 students who can 
bring friends outside with them or into 
environmental work
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Sometimes people don’t think about something 
until they’re offered the opportunity - so offer 
those opportunities!
Examples: Rock climbing club at Blackstone, Blackstone running club

Look to international examples like in European 
cities
Example: Bike paths in London (cycle superhighways)
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Closing
“We are all 
under the same 
moon” 

RR

“We are all under the 
same moon” 



Questions?
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Contact Info


