Engaging Communities to Transfor
with Green Stormwater Practices

paces




Workshop Outline

Setting the Context
Overview of Recent Projects

Community Engagement Strategies
Lessons Learned




100 Year Flood Zone

“What used to be, say, a 1,000 year event (like [Superstorm] Sandy or perhaps Harvey) is now, say, a 30 year event,
and will eventually become an event we see every few years if we continue on the course that we’re on,”

Huffington Post Article — August 2017



Flooding

Flood of March 2010



Urban Heat Islands

Pawtucket/Central Falls Olneyville



Climate Safe Neighborhoods

Housing Discrimination and Climate
Resilience in Pawtucket and Central Falls

Focus on Extreme Heat and Flooding



Recent Projects

WRW C - Parking Lot Retrofit -
Before

90% Impervious
42 Parking Spaces
Entrances & Exits

- Westminster Street (x1)
- San Souci Drive (x2)

Catch Basin



WRWC Parking Lot Retrofit - Plan

6,000 SF of impervious
surface removed

38 Parking Spaces
Entrances & Exits

- Westminster Street (x1)

- San Souci Drive (x1)

Bioretention Basin



WRWC - Olneyville Parking Lot - After
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WRWC River Rangers Install



Community Partnership



Community Engagement Strategies:
Job Training and Employment Programs

Groundwork RI's
landscape design- build
and maintenance service.

OSHA 10 Construction Site
Safety

OSHA 40 HAZWOPER

Confined Space Entry

First Aid/CPR

Lead RRP 8 hour

Asbestos Supervisor Initial

Introduction to Weatherization
and Energy Efficiency

Introduction to Wastewater
Treatment

Introduction to Indoor Air
Quality/Mold/Vapor Intrusion



GroundCorp Landscape

https://vimeo.com/307570834



GWRI Right of Way Bioswales

Allens Avenue -
updated design

Dexter Street -
first design



GroundCorp Jobs on Private Property

The Nature Conservancy Right

Job Training Residential of Way Depave
Backyard Depave Project



Maintenance of Green Infrastructure



GWRI Green Team Youth Employment

Green Home Assessments

Resident Outreach and Project Construction

Interest Identification Project Installation



Pawtucket Central Falls Resiliency
Planning



Olneyville Health Equity Zone Video

https://vimeo.com/359888817/6¢75fdddfe?fb
clid=IwAR3jdSAkxodmMOafzGqUloWUBH9
caiposebwYT71G7sGX720X72crgkx4Woé&
mc_cid=92c08db8a6&mc eid=761d977642



https://vimeo.com/359888817/6c75fdddfe?fbclid=IwAR3jdSAkxodmMOafzGqU1oWUBH9caipose5wYT71G7sGX72OX72crqKx4Wo&mc_cid=92c08db8a6&mc_eid=761d977642

Community Engagement Strategies:
Education and Tours

Trash Skimmer Education

Pleasant Valley Residential Manton Avenue GI Tour
Driveway Depave Project with GIC



Community Engagement Strategies:
Educational Sighage



Watershed Approach to Community
Engagement

WRWC Greening
the Greenway




WRWC Greening the Greenway



Project Prioritization



Community Engagement Strategies: Working with
Municipalities

Providence DPW Review of
Bioswale Design Plans

PVD Parks/WWRW C Tree Filters



Lessons Learned

Paying people vs having volunteers

Iterate designs to improve project impact

Has to look good and be maintained to gain community support

Know the context of your project location, who will be maintaining Gl, public or private land
Aggregate resources to bring to municipalities, businesses, and residents

In lieu of stormw ater utility engage individual property owners based on interest (and ability to pay)



Thank you!

Alicia Lehrer, Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council, alehrer@wrwc.org
Amelia Rose, Groundwork Rhode Island, arose@groundworkri.org

http://www .greeninfrastructureri.org/



http://www.greeninfrastructureri.org/
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