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Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

- Passed in November 2021
- Also referred to as the Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act (IIJA)
- $1.2 trillion, with $550 billion in new funding
- Distributed over five years, 2022-2026



Program Highlights

Culvert AOP program

Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program

Clean Water State Revolving Funds

NOAA Fish Passage Program

Transportation Alternatives Program

Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/engineering/hydraulics/culverthyd/aquatic/culvertaop.cfm
https://highways.dot.gov/federal-lands/programs/wildlife-crossings
https://www.epa.gov/cwsrf
https://www.noaa.gov/infrastructure-law/infrastructure-law-fisheries-protected-resources/fish-passage
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-law/ta.cfm
https://www.transportation.gov/grants/reconnecting-communities


Inflation Reduction Act 

- Passed in August of 2022
- $370 billion towards climate and energy related spending
- Historic investments in natural climate solutions 

○ Forestry
○ Sustainable Agriculture
○ Coastal resilience
○ Environmental justice



Program Highlights

Forest Legacy

Urban and Community Forestry Program

Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grants

Neighborhood Access and Equity Grant Program

Several USDA Programs 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/private-land/forest-legacy/program
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/urban-forests/ucf
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/inflation-reduction-act-environmental-and-climate-justice-program
https://fundingnaturebasedsolutions.nwf.org/programs/neighborhood-access-and-equity-grant-program/


Resources

Most helpful databases I’ve found…

● National Wildlife Federation- Nature-based Solutions 
Funding Database

● ARC Solutions - IIJA Snapshot 

https://fundingnaturebasedsolutions.nwf.org/
https://fundingnaturebasedsolutions.nwf.org/
https://arc-solutions.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/IIJA-Wildlife-Infrastructure-Funding-Guide_FINAL.pdf






America the Beautiful - Planning and Implementation

- In year two of the ATBC approximately $116 million will be 
awarded in nationwide funding to conserve, connect and 
restore the lands, waters, and wildlife upon which we all 
depend.

- Amount: these two categories total $100 million
- Match requirement: 11%, 2.5% in cash



America the Beautiful

Implementation grants-  Grants to implement projects that address program priorities on 
public, Tribal, and/or private lands; partnerships with NGOs and others through subawards 
are encouraged.

Grant size- $1-5 million

Planning grants- Grants that enhance local capacity to implement future on-the-ground 
actions that address program priorities through community-based assessments, 
partnership building, planning, project design, and other technical assistance activities. 
Projects should lead to implementation projects in the future.

Grant size: $200K- $2 million

Eligible applicants: States, Territories, and Tribes



America the Beautiful

Last year’s awards 

- 1 in 10 projects were funded in 2022

Types of lead applicants:

- State Departments of Agriculture, Natural Resources, Fish and 
Wildlife

https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/NFWF-ATBC-20221108-GS.pdf


America the Beautiful

Timeline

- 2023 RFP released March 2023
- Pre-proposal due date : April 20th

Regional contact: Amanda Bassow

https://www.nfwf.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/2023_atbc_rfp_-_3.10.23.pdf


NOAA Transformational Habitat Restoration & 
Coastal Resilience Grant

“This funding will prioritize habitat restoration actions that rebuild productive and 
sustainable fisheries, contribute to the recovery and conservation of threatened 
and endangered species, use natural infrastructure to reduce damage from 
flooding and storms, promote resilient ecosystems and communities, and yield 
socioeconomic benefits”

- Around $85 M per year 
- Non-profits are eligible to apply
- No match required



NOAA Transformational Habitat Restoration & 
Coastal Resilience Grant

- NOFO likely released in June and closing in the fall
- Will be similar to last year’s 

- Funds can apply to capacity building / planning

- Contacts: Danielle Perry, Jim Turek



Reconnecting Communities Pilot Program

“The first-ever Federal program dedicated to reconnecting communities 
that were previously cut off from economic opportunities by 
transportation infrastructure. Funding supports planning grants and 
capital construction grants, as well as technical assistance, to restore 
community connectivity through the removal, retrofit, mitigation, or 
replacement of eligible transportation infrastructure facilities”

- $1 billion over five years
- Nonprofits are eligible to apply for planning grants (up to $2M)
- NOFO released in June



Neighborhood Access and Equity

“This new program provides grants to help reconnect neighborhoods divided by 
infrastructure, mitigate negative impacts of transportation facilities or 
construction projects on communities, and support equitable transportation 
planning”

- *Will have a combined NOFO with Reconnecting Communities this year
- Non-profit orgs are eligible recipients
- $3 billion over 5 years



Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program

“Competitive grant program with the goal of reducing Wildlife Vehicle 
Collisions while improving habitat connectivity for terrestrial and aquatic 
species”

- Eligible applicants: State DOT, MPOs, Local govs, others
- Funding for non-construction and construction (planning and research 

are eligible)
- NOFO currently open
- $350M over 5 years

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=347288


NOAA- Coastal Resilience

“$2.6 billion for NOAA to assist coastal states … local governments, nonprofit 
organizations, and institutions of higher education to become more prepared and 
resilient to changes in climate. These investments will also support NOAA’s 
understanding of marine resource trends in the face of climate change, enabling 
more targeted conservation, restoration and protection measures for coastal and 
marine habitats, fisheries, and marine mammals”

- Awaiting details on this program



Common Obstacles / Potential Solutions

- Finding match
- Organization capacity
- Grant reporting

- Best solution: partnerships!


