
Kenyon Mill, West Kingston, Rhode Island



The Rhode Island Foundation
congratulates
The Rhode Island Land
andWater Partnership
on your tenth annual summit.

We are proud to support
your important work.



Hazard Family Foundation



401-397-8600 • www.thegreeneschool.org

The Greene School is a tuition free charter
high school located in West Greenwich, RI

411315

2012-2013 applications are now
being accepted. All RI students
grades 9-12 applicable.

An Expeditionary Learning School focusing on
sustainable living practices and the environment.

Transportation is available in some areas.

The Partnership for Providence Parks is a city-wide public/private 
non-profit geared toward helping residents & community partners help 

our parks be active, vibrant, healthy, playful and unique places.

Wendy Nilsson
Executive Director
(401) 261-0245

wendy@providenceparks.org

www.providenceparks.org
11 West Drive

Providence RI 02904



 RI Land & Water Partnership 
This is our Tenth Year!

www.landandwaterpartnership.org
Grassroots conservation organizations play a central role in protecting Rhode Island’s waterways, open spaces, farms 

and historic vistas. Rhode Island is fortunate to have over 45 land trusts, a dozen watershed organizations and numerous 

conservation commissions that rely on the expertise and passion of hundreds of volunteer conservation leaders.  Since 

2004, the RI Land & Water Partnership has worked to build the capacity and foster connections between these dedicated 

grass roots organizations. The RI Land & Water Partnership is led by the RI Land Trust Council and the Narragansett Bay 

Estuary Program with assistance from the RI Association of Conservation Commissions and representatives from other 

leading conservation organizations. 

The RI Land & Water Partnership recognizes that each local organization is unique, comprised of local advocates who 

understand the issues in their community and foster local support for their conservation work. Yet, grassroots conservation 

organizations also have much in common—each organization faces similar land and water conservation issues and has 

similar governance, public relations and other administrative activities. The Partnership sponsors programs that foster 

learning and collaboration among conservation leaders throughout the state and region. Through the years, the Partnership 

has demonstrated that local conservationists can learn and work together to strengthen land and water protection 

throughout the state.

Each year, the RI Land & Water Partnership hosts the Land & Water Conservation Summit in March 

complemented with a suite of workshops throughout the year on both technical conservation issues and organizational 

development. The Summit and workshops help to build the skills and foster connections that local conservation leaders 

need to be more effective.  

The Partnership’s web site,  www.landandwaterpartnership.org, stores a wealth of information from 

past summits and workshops.  The website is also home to an on-line library of resource materials created in 

collaboration with the RI Conservation Stewardship Collaborative. This is a web-based collection of “how to” information 

to support land and water conservation stewardship. The library includes land stewardship tools including information 

on baseline documentation, easement monitoring, management of invasive species, and habitat restoration strategies; 

watershed stewardship tools including information on Blueways (water trails) and water quality monitoring; and tools for 

organizational support. 

Please check it out and send your feedback to the Partnership’s leaders: 

Rupert Friday (rfriday@rilandtrusts.org) and Meg Kerr (megkerr@cox.net).





The Land & Water Conservation Summit
10 years and counting….

 Land & Water Conservation Summit

Where we started:

Summit Keynote Speakers

2004 Gus Seelig:

2005 Peter Forbes:

2006 Jeff Milder:

2007 Richard Greenwood:

2008 Gina McCarthy:

2009 Tom Wessells:

2010 Tom Horton:

2011 Steve Sloan:

2012 Mayor Lisa Wong:

2013 Steve Archibald:





Land & Water Conservation Awards

Peter Merritt Award for Land Conservation
Awarded by RI Land Trust Council

The Peter Merritt Award for Land Conservation is given to recognize a volunteer who demonstrates outstanding 
dedication to land conservation in their community.  

    The Award honors the late Peter Merritt (1943 - 2000), a founding and dedicated Board member and 2nd 
president of the Aquidneck Land Trust.   Peter worked ceaselessly to establish a vision for land conservation 
on  Aquidneck Island and to marshal the Island’s citizens, municipalities and financial resources toward 
implementing that vision.  He was an eloquent, articulate spokesperson for the need—and the immediacy of the 
need—for sustainable land conservation on the Island.  Peter advocated for open space preservation tirelessly. 
Wherever he was, his enthusiasm and persuasive arguments were a catalyst for action that changed our landscape 
forever.  Peter is described as one part visionary, one part organizer, and one part trench negotiator. Yet, Peter was 
always the first to give credit and praise to others for the land trust’s accomplishments that he so often led.

     We celebrate Peter’s spirit and enthusiasm with this Award in his honor.  This award recognizes dedicated “in 
the trenches” individuals who are making an outstanding contribution to land contribution in their Rhode Island 
communities.

     Past recipients are: Heather Steers (Sakonnet Preservation Association, 2012), Bob Marshall (Prudence 
Conservancy, 2011), Julie Sharpe (Narrow River Land Trust and other land trusts, 2010), Linda Steere (Narrow 
River Land Trust, 2009), Karen Saucier (Cumberland Land Trust, 2008), Larry Anderson (Sakonnet Preservation 
Association, 2007), Charlotte Sornborger (Barrington Land Conservation Trust, 2006), Harvey Perry (The 
Westerly Land Trust, 2005), Bob Kimarx (Barrington Land Conservation Trust, 2004), Kate Smith (West Bay Land 
Trust, 2003) and Bob Hawksley (Glocester Land Trust, 2002). 

Blueways Stewardship Award
Awarded by the Rhode Island Blueways Alliance

The mission of the Rhode Island Blueways Alliance is to develop a water trail network linking Rhode Island’s 
rivers, lakes and ponds to Narragansett Bay and to use the trail to promote safety, conservation, recreation and 
economic development. The Blueways Stewardship Award was created in 2010 to recognize an individual who 
exemplifies dedication to the stewardship and conservation of Rhode Island’s rivers, lakes and coastal waters. 
The Blueways Stewardship Award is given to an individual who has the respect of their peers and who has notable 
accomplishments in watershed management in any of the following areas:

• water quality monitoring and protection, 
• development of trails on water,   
• promoting land use that protects waterways,
• working to make connections between watershed conservation and their community.

Past recipients are: Paul Earnshaw (Buckeye Brook Coalition, 2012), Eugenia Marks (Audubon Society of RI, 
2011), Frank Matta (Blackstone River Watershed Council/Friends of the Blackstone, 2010).



www.lta.org/webinars

No matter where you are, take a webinar  
to access the latest information from  
conservation experts.

http://learningcenter.lta.org 

Online Learning Center* with
·  A digital library with articles, collections  

and Saving Land magazine.
·  Forums where our conservation experts 

answer your questions daily and you can 
contribute your ideas.

It doesn’t end here…  
Keep learning after the conference! 
Get the most current and authoritative land conservation information  
you need, any way you like it: Online, in print and in-person.

*  The Learning Center is a service offered to Alliance member land trusts, 
partners and individual members at the $250 level and above.

www.lta.org/publications 

Expand your library with the Alliance’s  
Standards and Practices Curriculum – 
 available in book or downloadable formats.

www.lta.org/rally 

Rally 2013: The National Land  
Conservation Conference 
Sept. 17–19, New Orleans, Louisiana

A unique opportunity where 2,000  
conservation leaders gather to teach,  
learn and inspire each other.



Background: The Rhode Island Land Trust Council—established in 1999—is a coalition of the state’s land 
trusts—community based organizations formed to protect land that preserves the open spaces, natural areas, 
working farms, forests, watersheds, drinking water supplies, and scenic and historic landscapes that define 
the character of our state. Collectively, land trusts are preserving our heritage—the special places in our 
communities—as a legacy for future generations.
     Rhode Island’s land trusts are grass roots organizations that reflect the uniqueness and priorities of our 
communities. Only 7 Rhode Island land trusts have staff—the others are volunteer organizations. Dozens of 
people across the state volunteer 100s of hours to protect and manage our communities’ most valued open space 
lands.
     The RI Land Trust Council is governed by a Board elected at the annual Business Meeting held during the 
Land & Water Conservation Summit. Board members represent the geographic and organizational diversity of 
land trusts around the state.
Mission: Foster a sustainable land conservation movement in Rhode Island by supporting the missions and 
operations of land trusts and providing a forum for their effective cooperation.
Strategy: The Council strives to:

– promote state policies and initiatives that support land trusts and land conservation;
– foster collaboration and the exchange of ideas, information and technical expertise; and
– increase land trusts’ capacity to preserve land and steward the land that they are protecting.

Support: The Council’s work is made possible by many of hours of volunteer time and expertise contributed 
by Council board members and land trust leaders from across the state. The Council’s work is funded by gener-
ous contributions from land trusts (our members), foundations, individuals and other organizations.  
This support makes our work possible!

• Audubon Society of Rhode Island • The Rhode Island Foundation

• Conservation Stewardship Collaborative 
Endowment @ The RI Foundation

• Rhode Island Land Trust Council Board Members

• Hazard Family Foundation • Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
– Trail Grant

• Land Trusts (Dues contributing members 
listed on page 20)

• Sharpe Family Foundation/ Julie & Henry Sharpe III

• Prince Charitable Trusts • van Beuren Charitable Foundation

• Prospect Hill Foundation • Woodcock Charitable Foundation

Thank You to these foundations and organizations for supporting the Council this year!

For additional information on how you can support the RI Land Trust Council’s efforts:
Contact: Rupert Friday 401-932-4667 or by email at: rfriday@RILandtrusts.org

Visit our Website: WWW.RILandTrusts.org





Who We Are:  The mission of the Narragansett Bay Estuary Program to protect and restore 
Narragansett Bay’s ecosystem by developing action-oriented partnerships, providing technical 
assistance to stakeholders, and providing sound science to inform management and policy decisions.  
NBEP is one of 28 National Estuary Programs established by the Clean Water Act, with oversight by 
EPA.  The program is managed collaboratively by a 14-member Management Committee comprised 
of watershed stakeholders from both Rhode Island and Massachusetts, including federal and state 
agencies as well as non-governmental partners.  NBEP’s geographic focus is the Narragansett Bay 
Region, which includes the Bay itself as well as its 2000-square-mile watershed in Rhode Island and 
Southeastern Massachusetts.  

Current Priorities:  NBEP focuses its work in areas where its funding and expertise can leverage significant 
results for the Bay ecosystem.  Current program initiatives include:

Estuarine Science for Management:  NBEP developed and continues to lead the most comprehensive boat-based program 
for monitoring dissolved oxygen in Narragansett Bay, closely coordinated with other federal, state and university-based 
monitoring and research programs, such as the Bay Window and NOAA’s coastal hypoxia modeling efforts.  We’re engaged 
in an innovative program to monitor macroalgae (seaweed) in order to better assess the effectiveness of state and federal 
investments in wastewater treatment.  With federal, state and non-governmental partners, we’re developing ecological 
indicators for Narragansett Bay, and played a key role in organizing and managing recent “rapid assessment surveys” of 
invasive species in the Bay.

Ecosystem Restoration:  Since our first attempts to plant eelgrass in the Bay in 1995, NBEP has been a regional leader in 
habitat restoration.  With the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, R.I. Dept. of Environmental Management and other partners, 
we developed the largest wetland restoration project ever completed on Narragansett Bay—the 40-acre Town Pond project 
in Portsmouth, R.I.  NBEP lead the removal of the obsolete Pawtuxet Falls Dam in Warwick and Cranston, R.I., which 
will help restore Narragansett Bay’s commercial and recreational fisheries, while reducing damaging property flooding 
along the lower Pawtuxet River.  We’ve been a leading advocate for urban environmental restoration, and are now working 
with the City of Providence to restore water quality in the ponds of Roger Williams Park.  In Somerset, Mass., we recently 
completed a salt marsh restoration in partnership with Mass. Division of Ecological Restoration.

Community-Based Stewardship:  NBEP co-hosts the R.I. Land and Water Summit, the state’s leading forum for 
grassroots environmental action, and developed several statewide projects to provide watershed councils and other small 
environmental organizations with administrative tools and support.   NBEP provides volunteer and financial management 
support to grassroots organizations.  Through participation in the R.I. Blueways Alliance, we are developing a water trail 
network that links recreational users and conservationists throughout the Narragansett Bay Region.  NBEP is a member of 
the Coalition for Water Security working for sustainable water use and of the Coalition for Transportation Choices which 
promotes safe and sustainable transportation practices.  

Information for Ecosystem-Based Management:  NBEP organized a collaborative effort to develop “Our Shared Future,” 
an interstate plan for the Narragansett Bay ecosystem which integrates stakeholder goals with agency priorities.  “Our 
Shared Future” builds on “Currents of Change,” the most comprehensive report to date on status and trends of the Bay 
ecosystem, which NBEP completed in 2009.  NBEP publishes the electronic Narragansett Bay Journal, reaching thousands 

of readers with this leading publication devoted to the Bay ecosystem.

To learn more about the NBEP, visit www.nbep.org or call 401.874.6233







EXPLORE RI.ORG



Education & Outreach Specialist 
Interagency Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center

The ancient practice of storytelling is a fantastic way to engage your community with land and 
water conservation and your organization. Steve Archibald, Education and Outreach Specialist 
from the Interagency Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center, will explore the 
benefits and purposes of using the ancient method of storytelling, in our modern world, to 
improve public awareness of land and water conservation, your organization (land trusts, 
watershed organization, conservation commission) and the work that you do. Steve will practice 
what he preaches sharing examples, experiences, and ideas that will inspire you and motivate 
you to discover ways to share your land and water conservation stories.

Steve Archibald has been a classroom 
teacher, place-based outdoor educator, 
and workshop facilitator for over 
twenty-five years. He has taught a wide 
range of grades in a variety of locations. 
While on the faculty of Teton Science 
School in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
Steve wrote the Journeys place-based 
education guide. Steve currently works 
as Education and Outreach Specialist 
for the Arthur Carhart National 
Wilderness Training Center where he 
facilitates teacher workshops based on 
their Wilderness Investigations Toolkit 
and facilitating other education and 
outreach efforts. Past clients of Steve’s 
educational consulting business have 
included the University of Montana, 
Utah State University, Apple, 21st 
Century Fox, and work in support of 
authors like Jean Craighead George, 
T.A Barron, and Ken Thomasma.



Program



W
orksh

op
s at a G

lan
ce



Promote access 
and use of 

natural resources

Understand and  
explain water quality  

and water use

Restore our  
natural ecosystems

The Narragansett Bay Watershed is... 
Home to 2 million people in 100 cities and towns.
It is 1,707 square miles in Rhode Island and Massachusetts.  
There are 2,800 miles of rivers, 44,000 acres of lakes 
and 122,880 acres of esturary/bay. 

Our daily decisions—from how we get to work, 
to where we live, to how we vote—affect 
Narragansett Bay’s ecosystem in myriad ways. 

The Narragansett Bay Estuary Program works 
in partnership with state and federal agencies,  
businesses and local organizations to...

To learn more about 
our program visit

www.nbep.org



Everyone is at the Summit to talk about conservation — “talking the talk.”  And with your help, the Land & Water 
Conservation Summit is also “walking the walk”— putting green practices in place for this annual event.  

What We’re Doing:

• We are giving a reusable ceramic mug to everyone who attends the Summit instead of providing 
bottled water and disposable coffee cups. We have washed each mug so you can use it for water 
and coffee during the summit and reduce the volume of waste we produce. 

• We are partnering with EcoRI who is coordinating the composting of our waste from lunch. EcoRI 
is assisted by our partners at Ronzio’s who have purchased compostable plates and utensils. 

• We are partnering with People’s Power & Light to offset carbon emissions from the Summit with 
renewable energy. The electricity for this event has been provided by local, clean wind power. People’s 
Power & Light provides financial support to secure contracts for wind projects. (Contact People’s Power & 
Light at 401-861-6111 for more information). 

• We are reducing the amount of paper used at the Summit by encouraging on-line registration and by 
eliminating the folders previously distributed to each participant.

• This year, we also asked Ronzio’s to purchase local fruit and to use locally grown greens in the salad for lunch.

Special Lunch Performance!
Bill Harley 
Grammy Award Winning Singer-Songwriter, 
Author and Monologist

“Harley delivers an uninhibited performance 
with wry sense of humor and a love of life we can 
all share…” Los Angeles Times

Genuine. Irreverent. Universal. Ridiculous. 
Original. Bill Harley is a two-time Grammy 
winning singer-songwriter, author and monolo-
gist. He is considered by fans and peers alike to 
be one of the best storytellers in the country for 
his celebrations of commonality and humanity 
through narrative songs and confessional spoken 
works. A regular commentator on National Public 
Radio’s (NPR) All Things Considered, Harley’s 
performances feature his trademark blend of song 
and story, wit and wisdom. Bill is sure to sing 
his unofficial state anthem “The Size of the State 
of Rhode Island.”  Bill’s current work includes a 
musing on wilderness and nature, “Running Away 
from Wolves” and an ode to Bats in song and 
story.







Save The Bay Proudly Supports the
Land & Water Conservation Summit

WWW.SAVEBAY.ORGWWW.SAVEBAY.ORG

Founded in 1970, Save The Bay works to protect and restore
Narragansett Bay and its watershed.  We believe the Bay’s future
depends on tomorrow’s leaders understanding how important the
Bay is to our economy, environment, and quality of life.  We offer
education programs to schools, community groups and the 
general public.  We advocate for good public policy.  And we 
restore the Bay to full health through an extensive habitat 
restoration program.

 

Rhode Island’s source for 

environmental news. 

ecoRI News’ team of local 

reporters provides 24/7 

coverage of stories concerning 

your environment. 





Species Recovery

rwpzoo.org

Visit our 
booth to 
learn more!

Environmental 
Education

We’re Committed
TO CONSERVATION!

Many thanks to our partners.

Citizen Science 
Opportunities





 Come join us on the 
Blackstone Riverboat Explorer 

Public cruises on Sundays! 
Private charters for students, campers, and 

Conservation Commissions! 
Contact: 
Dianne Mailloux, coordinator 
C/o Blackstone Valley Tourism Council 
175 Main Street, Pawtucket, RI 02860 
#401-724-2200 
www.tourblackstone.com 
Email: keep.bv.beautiful@gmail.com 
The Explorer is a flat-bottomed, 40-passenger riverboat that 
cruises the Blackstone River through the Lonsdale Marsh, 
amazing views of nature and intriguing stories of history! 

“HELPING PEOPLE HELP THE LAND SINCE 1973”

Paul C. Dolan
Area Director

Phone: (401) 500-0399  
  Email: rircd2283@gmail.com

www.rircd.org
2283 Hartford Avenue

Johnston, Rhode Island 02919

RI RESOURCE CONSERVATION & 
DEVELOPMENT AREA COUNCIL, INC.

WORKING WITH YOUR
WOODS TO HELP

WILDLIFE!





Learn more
attending  Summit Workshop 3F

• “Developing Management Plans for Conservation Lands”

• “Signs & Trial Markers for Protected Lands: RI Guidelines 
on Best Practices and Sources”

Are you trying to find information about stewardship?
online Stewardship Library
www.landandwaterpartnership.org/library.php









Newport Restaurant Group and our collection of unique offerings is proud to foster 
a culture of sustainabil ity. From being a noteworthy local supporter of Rhode 
Island's farmers and purveyors to championing various open space initiatives l ike 
the Aquidneck Island Land Trust, we believe that a thoughtful and responsible 
approach only enriches a genuine culinary experience.

FOOD.
ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL JOYS.
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